
Fr. Keith Boisvert 

19 March 2017 

3
rd
 Sunday of Lent (A) 

 

 

 

The passage we heard in the first reading from the Book of Exodus today follows a structure that 

is replicated many times in the scriptures, in the actions of God and in the saving miracles of 

Jesus.  Interestingly, the same structure is used as the standard form for many television 

commercials in the United States.  The problem is presented, and a need is boldly voiced... in this 

case, thirst.  There is a powerful intervention by God, here through Moses.  There is a happy 

resolution of the problem through a gift from God, in this case water. 

 

At the center of this narrative is the faithful, powerful presence of God.  The story is told as a 

witness to faith, in order to place God's powerful fidelity and attentiveness in the middle of the 

whole human drama of exodus, as life is moved from thirst to water, from hunger to fullness, 

from blindness to sight, from captivity to liberation, from need to fulfillment... and ultimately, 

from death to life. 

 

The derivative TV use of this structure falsely replaces God with the product being sold.  The 

problem may be loneliness, stress, or bad odor.  When the marketed product is used, life is 

powerfully transformed to one of companionship, calmness, popularity, peace, joy, and well-

being.  Any wise person knows that these advertisements are in principal false.  Whereas the 

product may deal with the presenting problem, it cannot, in fact, itself generate the joy and well-

being that are characteristically promised.   

 

The Exodus passage shows us a thirsty, angry bunch of Israelites ready to rebel against Moses.  

The trip to the promised land is not going well; it has not met their expectations.  They were 

happy to set out moving from slavery to freedom, but they didn't plan on a forty-year ordeal.  

Now they are in need, deprived of basic necessities without which they will die. 

 

In desperation, Moses cries out to God-- and God tells him to strike the rock in Horeb to bring 

forth water for all to drink.  He is to use the same staff that he held up when the Red Sea parted 



 2 

to provide escape from the pursuing Egyptians.  God is with them always, both when leading 

them safely through a body of water, and when helping them find water in their thirst.  The 

powerful presence of God is bringing them from need to fulfillment. 

 

Jesus' need for a drink of water sets the stage for today's lengthy reading from the gospel of John.  

Traveling through Samaria, Jesus stops at Jacob's well.  When a woman comes to draw water, he 

asks her for a drink.  What follows is one of the most amazing passages in the New Testament, 

and the longest recorded conversation Jesus has with an individual.   

 

In those sacred moments, sitting on the ledge of that ancient well, first dug by Jacob some 2,000 

years earlier, Jesus connected with a stranger whose broken and lonely life longed for someone 

who would accept her-- her past, her failures, her loneliness, her doubts, her theological 

confusions, and her relational casualties.  She had been married five times, and was living with a 

sixth man.  Jesus was literally thirsty, but you might say she was figuratively  "hungry" for 

intimacy, and having a difficult time moving from need to fulfillment. 

 

Notice that Jesus does not castigate the woman for having a difficult time meeting her human 

needs.  Instead, he seeks to satisfy her desire, her hunger and thirst-- moving in the conversation 

from literal to figurative meanings-- with the gift of such abundant water that she will never have 

to doubt that she will drink... or be loved... again.  Her thirst for love, as evidenced in five failed 

marriages, can be seen as a metaphor for our human condition-- not as sinful, but as needy.  God 

in Christ takes that condition seriously.  God seeks to meet our deepest needs, and is always 

offering us that gift to bring us to fulfillment.  We sin, when we remain ignorant of, or dismissive 

of, that gift of God. 

 

Notice how that point is expressed so clearly in the second reading today.  The letter to the 

Romans boldly states (at one point) that "the love of Christ has been poured out into our 

hearts..." and at another point: "God proves his love for us in that, while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us."  The heart of the gospel that Paul proclaimed is that through Christ, God 

offers transformed life as a free, unearned gift to all.  One is justified, placed in right relationship 
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with God and with all things, by divine grace, not because of any human accomplishment, 

however righteous. 

 

The true character of God as gracious love poured out for the good of all has been revealed in the 

death and resurrection of Christ.  Not only did Christ give up his life so that human beings could 

be raised to new life with him in the Spirit;  he died for a sinful humanity, who had in no way 

earned or deserved such a gift. 

 

I drive to Baltimore every Friday afternoon now to have dinner and spend the evening with my 

mother.  As I was leaving her building recently at 10:00 PM, anxious to start the hour drive back 

to Frederick, the night-time security guard remarked that he had noticed my outfit and wondered 

if I was a priest.  Anxious to get to my car because of the time, but always asking the question 

"What would Jesus do?"  I said yes.  "Could I ask you a few questions?"  And this began a 

conversation with a guy in his sixties wondering if there really is a God, and if not, then what is 

the meaning of life.   

 

As we conversed in this modern-day setting of Jacob's well, I remember assuring him that God 

knows everything all of us have ever done, and yet chooses to love us into a new way of life 

marked by forgiveness, acceptance, grace, and generosity.  God loves us so deeply in order to 

move us from need to fulfillment.  Any of us can have this relationship with God, and open 

ourselves to experience this love.  If we believe this, it changes everything... about everything. 

 

Lent would be a good time to ask oneself:  When was the last time I sat with Jesus at the well? 


